A HISTORY OF POLAND
anger and abuse when the news arrived that John Sobieski
was coming.   When it was verified, the whole Diet
went forth to meet him; and his entry into Warsaw
was truly a notable event. His few but chosen followers
led the procession ; then came sixty-six banners captured
on the field of Chocim, and brought, as he subsequently
explained, as a present for the future king; then the
burly figure of Sobieski himself, a man of great girth
and stature, on a great grey horse; and, last of all, a long
line of captured Janissaries, the first ever seen in Warsaw,
After greeting Sobieski with great warmth and en-
thusiasm, the Diet resumed its deliberations.   Many
amazing assemblies were held at Warsaw, but this one was
perhaps the largest and the most splendid.  The nobles
with their retainers were said to have numbered 150,000 ;
the assembled envoys and princes, with their retinues,
came from every State in Europe. Imposing and pictur-
esque as ever, on this occasion the city gleamed gaily, a
white vista of stone towers and wooden gables, under
the brilliant summer sun.   No Pole who attended had
not made every sacrifice to be attired worthily; all bore
arms; all revelled in the excitement and ostentation of
the occasion, and the pleasures and profits of the victory
against the Turks.  Great sums of money were spent in
feasts and tournaments, and the burghers reaped a rich
harvest of gold.   Nevertheless, the election had its
sinister side, and there were constant wranglings between
the supporters and retainers of the various candidates,
invariably ending in the flashing of swords, and the
letting of blood.   More dignified were those quarrels
which were settled by tourneys, conducted with all the
chivalric pageantry of an age that for almost all other
nations had passed.
Sobieski himself added to the confusion of issue that
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